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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 6440 

Now, as we have no literal descendants of Aaron in the Church, we have 
no Bishops acting without counselors. But as we are informed that a man 
who holds the office of a High Priest has authority to officiate in the lesser 
offices of the Priesthood, it is proper to choose a High Priest, or to choose 
an Elder and ordain him a High Priest, and ordain and set him apart to 
act as a Bishop in the Church, by reason of his authority as a High Priest; 

and he chooses two counselors, and they act together as common jade 
or as a common court, in the midst of Zion, to sit in judgment upon diffi- 
culties between brethren, and to judge between brethren with regard to 
their moral and religious duties, and to see that all wrongs are put right. 
Not only so, but it is their duty to look after the poor, and see that they 
are fed and clothed; to look after the fatherless, and see that they are 
provided for; to gather the tithings of the people, and to take care of 
those tithings, and to hold them subject to the orders of the Presiding 
Bishopric, or of him who presides over the Presiding Bishopric—the Pres- 
ident of the Church. For remember, while we have two authorities 
apparently running along laterally in the Church, it must not be lost sight 
of that the greater always presides over the lesser, so that although the 
_ Presiding Bishopric has great authority in the Church, and is entrusted 
with the management of the temporal affairs of the Church, controlling 
the Bishops with regard to these matters, still the Presiding Bishopric is 
controlled by the Presidency of the Church, as are all the other Bishops. 
So it is in a Stake of Zion. The Bishops who are entrusted with the 
gathering of the tithings of the people and holding them subject to the 
orders of the Presiding Bishopric or the presiding authority of the Church, 
do so under the supervision and counsel of the Presidency of the Stakes in 
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which they live. I want the Bishops to understand that it is the duty of 
the Presidents of Stakes to look after them, and, if necessary, to see that 
they make their tithing haystacks and their wheat bins just right, so that 
the hay and wheat will not be wasted. They are placed to preside over 
you and to counsel you in regard to the management of your Bishopric. 
When Bishops try a case, there may be an appeal from their judgment to 
the Presidency of the Stake and the High Council. They hold a super- 
visory power over your decisions, and they can reverse them if they see 
proper, or they can sustain them. 

Thus you will find the order of the Privethobd that God has established, 
from the Deacon unto the presiding authority in the Church, all working 
in harmony one with the other; no clashing, no contention, but each one 
acting in his own place; each one’s duty defined, and if each one will keep 
in his own sphere and attend to his own duty, there will be no trouble and 
no difficulty with regard to the rights of Priesthood or presidency. I have 
heard in my time of Bishops who felt that they were only amenable to 
the Presiding Bishopric. If there is any Bishop here who is possessed of 
that erroneous idea, I want him to become dispossessed of it. Remember 
that you are subject to the counsel, direction and supervision of the 
Presidency of your Stake. And the Presidency of your Stake is amenable 
to the presiding authorities of the whole Church. We want you Bishops 
to say to the presiding authorities in your Stake: “We have so and so 
(describing the articles) on hand here. We have received so much.. Here 
are the books containing our accounts, and they are all open to you, and 
we invite you to come and look after us and see that we attend to our 
duties aright, and help us keep things straight if you can“ for sometimes it 
is very difficult for Bishops to keep things straight; in fact, it is sometimes 
very difficult for men to keep themselves straight. Here is where the 
trouble lies. If you will show me a man who is really capable of keeping 

himself straight in every particular, I will show. you a man, if he is a 
Bishop, that will be able to keep himself straight as a Bishop, and he will 
_ keep his Bishopric pretty straight too. So with the President of a Stake, 

and with a High Councilor, etc. But if you find a man that is not capable 
of keeping himself straight, then it is difficult indeed for him to keep his 
public affairs straight. 

Brethren and sisters, I felt like referring Lelie to this subject. A great 
deal may be said in relation to the authority and rights of the Priest- 
hood. It is the grand principle of government and of organization, by 
which the energies and forces of the people of God in all ages have been 
and will be directed. It is that principle by which God Almighty governs 
throughout all His universe. It is the principle by which the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is governed, and by which the people, as 
individuals, should be guided and controlled in all their religious duties. 
It is a principle that must be honored by the members of the Church, 
because no man can magnify his calling as a member of this Church who 
does not feel in his soul to honor and respect the Priesthood which is held 
by his brethren. It is true our brethren are not perfect. None of us are 
perfect. But the Priesthood that we hold is perfect, because it is of God. 
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It is the authority which God has revealed and restored to the children of 
men for their government and guidance in the building up of Zion and in 
the proclamation of the Gospel to the nations of the earth, until every son 
and daughter of Adam shall have.the privilege of hearing the sound of 
the Gospel, and of being brought to the knowledge of the truth, not only 
upon this earth, but in the spirit world. The millions and millions that 
have lived upon this earth and have passed away without the know- 
ledge of the Gospel here, will have to be taught there, by virtue of the 
authority of this holy Priesthood that you and I hold. The Church of 
God will be organized among them by the authority of this Priesthood; 
and all that is or will be done for the salvation of the human family in 
this world or in the spirit world, will be done by virtue of that sacred and 
holy authority, in the name of Jesus Christ. However imperfect they may 
be, men have been clothed with this authority, by which they can speak 
and act in the name of the Father and the Son, and God is bound, if they 
speak by His Spirit in the discharge of their duties as His servants, to 
respect and fulfil that which they say, because they speak by the authority 
that He has given. 

We are in this position, and when we bless, the blessing will follow. Of 
course, all things must be done in righteousness. No man can do anything 
in unrighteousness that God is bound to respect. But when a man who 
holds the Priesthood does that which is righteous, God is bound to ac- 
knowledge it as though He had done it Himself. Therefore it is wrong for. 
a Bishop to get the idea that the President of the Stake has no authority 
to counsel him or to keep a supervision over him. The moment he gets 
that idea he begins to disregard the authority of the Priesthood which is 
set to preside over him, and to interrupt and interfere with the progress 
of the cause and the rights of the Priesthood of the Son of God. The same 
may be said of every individual who in any manner disrespects or dis- 
honors those who preside over him. Let us suppose a case. Here is a 
brother who has fallen into the habit of getting drunk, and by that course 
is debasing himself. The Bishop, or some other officer of the Church, goes 
to that man and says: Here, we cannot put up with your drinking, or 
your carousing, or your setting an evil example before the Church, and 
we call you to an account before the Lord for your conduct; we say to you 
that you must reform in these particulars or we will be under the necessity 
of withdrawing from you the hand of fellowship.” “Why,” says the man, 
“you are interfering with my agency. Am I not a free man? Cannot I 
do as I please with myself?” Oh, yes, you can, perhaps, under other 
circumstances, but not as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. When a member of this Church thinks or feels that 
his free agency will give him the license to lie, to steal, to curse and swear, 
to get drunk and to blaspheme the name of God, he is mistaken. He has 
no such privilege as a member of this Church; and it is the right of the 
presiding authorities to see to it that he be dealt with for his fellowship, 
and if he does not repent, that he be excommunicated from the Church 
and cast out to the buffetings of Satan, that he may go 150 own road and 
have the freedom of that agency which he claims. 
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When you embrace this Gospel you enter into a covenant before God 
that you will cease from wickedness, from lying, stealing, swearing and blas- 
pheming the name of Deity; you make a covenant that you will not com- 
mit adultery, or any other crime; that you will have faith in the Father 
and the Son, that you will love your neighbor, be honorable, virtuous 
and honest in the midst of the children of men; and while you are under 
that covenant and maintain a membership in the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, your presiding officer has a right to look after you, 
to counsel you, and to admonish you when you do that which is contrary 
to your profession. It is his duty to do this, and he neglects his duty 
when he does not do it, and will be held responsible by the Lord for that 
neglect. 

Now, there is a way to reach every wrong. If the President of a Stake 
does wrong, or the President of the Church does wrong, the right way to 
rectify it is not to go about among the people, who are, perhaps, not 
capable of judging, not knowing all the circumstances, and try to embitter 
their minds against him. That is wrong, that is rebellion, and will lead 
to confusion and to the rejection of the truth by those who do this. If a 
presiding officer does wrong let a complaint be laid, if this be necessary, 
before his superior officers in the Church, and let the complainant state 
his case, bring forth his proofs, and show that his presiding officer is doing 
that which is not becoming to him in the position in which he is sustained, 
and his presiding officers will see to it that he either reforms or is removed. 
It is not proper, but entirely wrong, for a member of the Church to under- 
take to supervise the presiding authorities of the Church and to set them 
right upon his own volition. He cannot do it, and it will lead to apostasy 
in any man who takes that course, if he follows it up long enouſg. 

God bless you, my brethren and sisters, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


Tue Sheffield Conference was held in the Saints’ Meeting Room, Division 
Street, Sheffield, Sunday, September 18, 1892. There were present: Elders 
Jas. H. Anderson, of the Liverpool office; C. C. Cressall and C. H. Wright, 
of the Nottingham Conference; G. H. Hall, of the Leeds Conference; 
E. A. Stratford, of the Manchester Conference; De Wilton B. Card, Presi- 
dent of, and Jas. Kirkham, John McQueen, George Black, Thomas Flem- 
ming, Harry H. Pitchforth, John Stevens, Hyrum N end H. M. 
McCune, traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conference. 

10:30 a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Flemming. | | 

Elder McQueen was the first speaker. He quoted scriptural dende to 
prove that the doctrines advocated by the Latter-day Saints were those 
taught by Jesus Christ and His Apostles, and bore his testimony to the 
divinity of the work. 

Elder Jas. Kirkham expressed pleasure at inéeting with the Saints. He 

was well satisfied with the principles he had es, and testified that 

they were true. 

Elder George Black was happy in the priviloge of being numbered with 
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the Latter-day Saints. He bore his testimony to the divinity of the work 
in which they were engaged. 

Elder McCune said that, like the Apostle Paul, he was not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, because it is the power of God unto salvation. His 
testimony was that the principles taught by the Latter-day Saints would 
save those who obeyed them in the kingdom of God. 

Benediction was pronounced by Elder Stevens. 

2:30 p.m. After the opening exercises, the Sacrament was adminstered 
by Elders Black and McCune. 

Elder Pitchforth said he considered it a pleasure and an honor to have 
the privilege of bearing his testimony to the divinity of the principles of 
the Gospel revealed in these days. They began with faith in the Lord, 
repentance, baptism for the remission of sins, and the conferring of the 
Holy Ghost, and were the means which God had instituted for the salva- 
tion of men. 

Elder Anderson showed from the Scriptures the necessity of obeying the 

Gospel as taught by the Lord and His servants anciently, and by those 
whom He had called and sent out in latter days. He spoke on the first 
principles of the Gospel, its gifts and blessings, and bore his testimony to 
its restoration to the Prophet Joseph Smith and the Saints i in * age. 

Benediction by Elder H. Kirkham. 

6 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder E. A. Stratford. 

The report of the conference was read as follows: Tracts distributed 
19,300 ; indoor meetings 244; outdoor meetings 32; Bible classes held 20; 

works disposed of 86; baptisms 14; childrens blessed 5; 
9. In the conference there are: Seventies 9; Elders 21; Priests 4; Teachers 
2; Deacons 7; members 145; total officers end members 179. 

"Presidans Card then eddrened the congregation. He rejoiced because 
of the knowledge he had received by obedience to the Gospel, which he 
knew to be true. He advised the Saints to be firm to the principles they 
had embraced. 

Elder Anderson explained the order of the principles of the Gospel as 
taught in the New Testament, and the necessity of obedience to the same 
by those who desired salvation in the kingdom of heaven. He also in- 

structed the Saints in their duties, and exhorted them to renewed diligence. 
The meetings were well attended, and a good spirit prevailed throughout. 
Benediction by Elder Hall. 

_ A Priesthood meeting was held on the evening preceding the conference, 
at which the Elders received instructions upon various topics relating to 
missionary labors. Heper J. Parkin, Clerk of the Conference. 


WHALIN G IN THE NORTH. 


In the old times when navigation was accomplished by means of sailing 
vessels, before they had been deprived of the good sailors by the ever- 
increasing number of steamers, a rich profit was made by following the 
sea and in the fisheries. Chief among the latter was whaling, which, at 
that time, provided a very profitable occupation for many populated dis- 
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tricts of the North, for there were immense W of whales in the 
Arctic Seas. The Norwegians, Danes, English, and Dutch devoted them- 
selves to this business. On account of the icebergs encountered, the bows 
of the sailing vessels were protected by double planking and later on by 
iron armor. The ships carried many boats and a large crew, and after a 
whale had been sighted from the vessel he was followed up by the small 
boats. The whale was approached, the man in the bow of the boat threw 
a harpoon attached to a line, and when this struck the whale the greatest 
skill and care were required to avoid, on the one hand, a blow from the 
animal’s tail, and on the other hand to provide for the smooth running 
out of the line, to prevent injury of the boat. The wounded whale would 
dive rapidly into the depths of the sea, and there was danger that he 
might carry the boat with him, or, at least, upset it. As soon as the whale 
returned to the surface for air he was harpooned again, and this was con- 
tinued until he was so exhausted that it was possible to fasten him along- 
side of the vessel. Now the cutting up began, blubber and whalebone 
were taken on board, and as soon as the cargo was large enough the ship 
started on the homeward voyage. 

Train oil made froin the blubber and whalebone are the chief products 
obtained from whaling. After the introduction of steam navigation whal- 
ing was carried on with steamers that were specially prepared for the work. 
The improved method made available by the use of these vessels and new 
apparatus have rendered the pursuit very attractive. During his recent 
journey to the North, the Emperor William went on a whaling expedition 
on one of these new vessels. The most exciting moment of a whale hunt 
is, of course, that in which the vessel comes within shooting distance of a 
whale or a school of whales. Slowly the bow of the ship is brought nearer 
to the unsuspecting creature, the harpoon gun is prepared for firing, a man 
stands ready, and as soon as aim has been taken the gun is fired. When 
the harpoon has struck, the charge in its end explodes, and there is a 
shower of pieces of fat and flesh, and the sea is covered with red blood. If 
the men are fortunate the matter is settled by this one shot, and the whale 
is in the power of the vessel that is following him rapidly and surely. 

The number of whales in the Arctic Seas has greatly decreased, in con- 
sequence of the great destruction of the animals, and it has been necessary 
to seek new hunting grounds in the Antarctic Seas and the Indian Ocean. 
The interest in whaling has decreased as substitutes for whale oil, which 
was formerly so highly prized, have been found that can be used for lubri- 
cating and for other industrial purposes. It will easily be understood 
that the profit from a single whale is very large when it is known that 
one which is about 59 feet long weighs 140,000 Ibs., and gives 60,000 Ibs. of 
blubber—from which 48,000 lbs. of train oil can be made—and 3,000 lbs. of 
whalebone.—Jllustrirte Zeitung. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Major Jos. Magone walked the entire distance from Oregon to Chicago, III, U.S.A. 
He is 82 years of age, and performed the journey of 2,100 miles to attend the Columbus 


celebration last week, 


Part, 
3 
« 
4 
~ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 663 


Damage to the amount of 400, 000 francs was caused by a flu which broke out at the 
Desmarus Works, Havre, on October 3, in the course of which 1,400 barrels of petroleum 
exploded. Eight men were injured. 7 

A dispatch dated New York, October 3, states that a serious prairie fire is reported 
from the Bear River Valley, Idaho. Upwards of one thousand cattle perished, and three 
cowboys were fatally burned, while many houses were destroyed. 

Mr. Patrick Egan, United States Minister to Chili, arrived at New York, from Val- 
paraiso, on October 4, bringing with him a letter of credit for $75,000, to be distributed 
among the families of the American sailors who were killed and wounded in the Baltimore 
affray, together with a copy of the treaty arranged between the United States and Chili 
regarding the American claims. 

A dispatch from Ottawa, Canada, states that the Canadian canal, 3 Lakes 
Superior and Huron, which it was decided to construct owing to President Harrison’s 
proclamation imposing a tax of twenty cents per ton on Canadian freight passing through 
St. Mary’s canal on the American side of the Sault Ste. Marie, is to be pushed on with the 
utmost vigor. It is expected that the canal will be ready for use at the opening of navi- 
gation in 1894, two years in advance of the time fixed by the original contract. When 
it is completed Canadian vessels will be independent of the American waterway. 


A very interesting exhibit in the transportation department of the World’s Fair at 
Chicago, U. S. A., will be made by the steamship and railway companies of England. The 
collection of models of battleships, yachts, cruisers, steamers and merchant vessels will be 
more complete than was ever before exhibited. The London and Northwestern Railway 
will send over a complete train of cars headed by a great compound locomotive named 
„Great Britain.” This will afford an opportunity to compare the English compartment 
cara and sleepers with American coaches. The Great Western Railway will exhibit the 
antiquated locomotive ‘‘ Lord of the Isles,” one of the first used on that road. Several of 
the railways will show their signaling systems: 

‘One of the most curious stones in the world is found in Finland, where it occurs in 
many places. It is a natural barometer, and actually foretells probable changes in the 
weather. It is called semakuir,“ and turns black shortly before an approaching rain, 
while in fine weather it is mottled with spots of white. For a long time this curious 
phenomenon was a mystery, but an analysis of the stone shows it to be a fossil mixed 
with clay and containing a portion of rock-salt and nitre. This fact being known, the 
explanation was easy. The salt, absorbing the moisture, turned black when the conditions 
were favorable for rain, while ee 
the interior of the stone in white spots on the surface. 

A most daring attempt, ending in serious bloodshed, was made on the morning of 
October 5, to rob the First National Bank and the banking firm of Messrs. C. M. Condon 
& Co., in Coffeyville, Kansas, U. S. A. The members of the gang, including Grant, Rob, 
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Daltons, dead or alive, and if the wishes of the inhabitants are respected the money 


‘rank, and Emmett Dalton, and six others, rode into the town just as the banks openec , 
They divided into two bands, and drawiug their revolvers made a simultaneous rush upon 
the banks, taking the officials by surprise. The cashier of the First National, in spite of : 
his protests, was forced to give up all the money in the safe, which the desperadoes ; 
hastily emptied into bags which they had brought with them. In the meanwhile, an 
alarm had been given, and as they came out an express agent shot at one of the gang, 
express agent was 
other banks, reali- 
ing the situawon, OF em mad wounding two 
persons. A fierce struggle ensued in the street, resulting in the killing of three of the : 
Daltons, while four others of the gang received injuries which are expected to be fatal, 
and the rest were severely hurt. Large rewards had been offered for the capture of the : 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1892. 


PROPER RECREATION. 


THE constitution of the ordinary human organism is such that it demands 
a certain amount of relaxation and amusement for its proper care and 
development. If a person be constantly wrapped in sorrow and gloom, 
or persistently given to giddiness and gaiety, the cause will be found in 


a an abnormal complexion of the mind. In the properly balanced individ- 


ual, the grave and the gay are so harmoniously blended that the extremes 
of. vulgar hilarity and hopeless despair are never reached. The mainte- 
nance of an appropriate equilibrium between the two is a work which, 
while requiring the best energies of the mind to perform it, yet develops 
them most beneficially. An undue inclination to one side is a source of 
danger, either from a possible rebound to the other direction, as when a 
bent spring is suddenly liberated, or from a certainty of being weakened, — 
as the spring gradually assumes a curved shape ond becomes sluggish and 
unserviceable by constant bending. 

If recreation and amusement are not provided in legitimate form, there 
is likelihood, particularly with the young and inexperienced, of its being 
sought for in improper and even ruinous channels, as instanced. by many 

lamentable examples. In order that such calamitous passage-ways might 
not be entered upon, it is the province of true religion, which possesses 
the quality of discrimination between good and evil, to indicate such rec- 
reations as are healthful, enlivening, and proper to refresh both mind and 
body ; it is also to instruct as to when and how they can be indulged in 
with propriety. 

With a full understanding of this principle, agreeable recreative and 
entertaining parties are provided and encouraged among the Saints. By 
this means the temptation to seek pleasure in outside channels is mini- 
mized, because opportunity is given for proper diversion and relaxation 
from the toils and austerities of life. The beneficial tendency of these 
social gatherings is beyond question, as proved by experience. ‘When the 
Saints convene on such occasions, the world and its jarring and darkened 
spirit are excluded from their presence, and the spirit of peace and friend- 
liness pervades the assemblage to an extent known only where W 
and sisters meet together in sweet and cheerful oommun ion. 
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There may be some people who consider social parties unnecessary, 
possibly because they have no particular inclination to participate there- 
in, This way of looking at things that are general in their character is, 
to say the least, contracted. Such a limited view might be admissible if 
only the necessities and tastes of one individual were concerned, but when 
anything of a public nature is considered, the interests of all involved 
should receive attention. By the effort to enhance the general good, 
properly conducted parties serve to bind the Saints in closer union, for 
the reason that the enjoyable spirit which pervades these gatherings, 
where the influence that prevails is far superior to that experienced at 
similar assemblages:of the world, enables them to more fully appreciate 
the society of each other, in contradistinction to that of those who are 
alien to the true faith. 

It is appropriate that parties of this nature be held when the Saints are 
brought together by special occasions, or at holiday times, when, through 
a general suspension of business, there is a liability of seeking pleasures 
in other ways. They are times of joy and rejoicing, and thanksgiving 
to the Lord,” and should be conducted with a view to the rigid exclusion 
of everything of an improper character, both in the way of persons and 
amusements. No part of the programme should exhibit a feature that is 
not in strict harmony with the characteristics of a Saint, and manifesta- 
tions of enjoyment should not partake of the rude and boisterous ; “not 
with much daughter, for this is sin, but with glad hearts and cheerful | 
countenances.” With regard to dancing at these assemblages, it is advis- 
able that it be discouraged ; to say the least, it is inexpedient for the 
Saints who are ungathered to indulge in it as an amusement and recrea- 
tion. 

While the Latter-day Saints are in favor of proper recreation, it ought 
also to be distinctly understood that all amusements should be confined 
within the limits of moderation and good judgment. When indulgence 
therein passes beyond these bounds it is religiously wrong. It is also 
sinful for persons to expend in pleasure-seeking means that they can ill 
afford to have go in that direction. Proper relaxation and diversion do 
not necessarily entail heavy expense ; and it is a virtue to apply economic 
rules strictly in such matters, rather than otherwise, as is too often done 
A tendency to make the gratification of personal appetites paramount 
should also be carefully guarded against, that a desire for frivolity may not 
be imbibed to the lessening of an inclination for the solid and responsible 
duties of life. How to best serve God and build up His work should be 
the purpose of the Saints in all recreation and labor. Both have . 


Gee of the W little work entitled “The Doctrines of the 
Gospel,” by Apostle Orson Pratt, can now be obtained at this office. — 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder J ames H. Anderson is honorably 
released from his labors in the editorial 8 of the —— 
STAR office, to return home. | 


— 
* 
* 
4 
4 
. 
* 
7 
2 
2 


666 LATTER-DAY SAINTS “MILLENNIAL 


Eider Wm. G. Raekham is honorably released from his labors as Presi- 
dent of the Norwich Conference, to return home. 

Elder A. F. Haycock is honorably released from his me as ‘traveling 
Elder in the Birmingham Conference, to return home. | 

Elder Aaron Jackson is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Newcastle Conference, to return home. 

Elder George Poulter is honorably released from his labors. as traveling 
Elder in the London Conference, to return home. 

Elder W. W. Crane is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Norwich Conference, to return home. 

Elder O. F. Colvin is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the Scottish Conference, to return home. 

Elder William B. Dougall, Jr., is appointed to labor in the editorial 
department of the MILLENNIAL ran office. 

Elder Charles W. Watts is appointed to preside over the Norwich Con- 
ference 

Elder Thomas Gledhill is appointed to labor as traveling Elder i in the 
Manchester Conference. 

Elder W. W. Pace is appointed to labor as traveling Elder i in the Nor- 
wich Conference. 

Elder John McQueen is the missionary transferred from the Sheffield 
to the Scottish Conference, and not Elder Robert McQueen. : 


ArRivats.—On Thursday, October 6, the Guion steamship Wisconsin 
arrived in Liverpool from New York. Among the passengers were Elders — 
Evert Neuteboom and Benjamin Jansen, of Ogden, Utah, for the Nether- 
lands Mission ; Elders Lars P. C. Nielsen, of Mantua, and Peter Jensen, 
of West J onda Utah, for the Scandinavian Mission ; and Elders William 
W. Pace, of Nutrioso, Arizona, and Thomas Gledhill, 40 Vermillion, Utah, 
for the British Mission. All were well; those for the continent — 
on their journey. 


LONDON CoNFERENCE Nortice.—The London Conference will be held at 
42 Penton Street, Islington, London, on Sunday, October 23. Meetings 
will commence at 10 a.m. and 2:30 and 6:30 p:m. 7 


MIRACLES AND THEIR USES. 


THE Interior, an American Presbyterian paper, endeavors to give a rea- 
son why miracles were performed in olden times, but are not now mani- 
fested in connection with the Christian religion. It says that in dealing 
with a polytheistic race, “it was necessary that divine manifestations 
adapted to their comprehension should be employed to arrest their atten- 
tion, and convince them of the existence of God and of His — 
interest in them.“ 

After this was effected, it assumes that miracles were of no raider use, 
and that they ceased because a miracle after the close of the written 
revelation would have been unnecessary, and an —— in the 
divine guidance of men.” 
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. 

— 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. | | 667 


It is strange how blind intelligent people become when attempting to 
justify their own deficiencies. Christ promised that certain gifts should 
be given to “them that believe.” Not as a proof of the existence of God 
or as a means to create belief, but as the consequence and effect of faith, 
for the benefit and comfort of believers, and as signs of their true faith 
in God. The absence of these “signs” in the modern orthodox churches 
is a standing argument of skeptics against the truth of Christianity, and 
an awkward thing for theologians to explain. They usually fall into folly 
equal to that of the Interior in their endeavors. | 

If miracles were only necessary to turn polytheists to monotheism, how 
was it that they were continued among the Israelites for many generations 
after they embraced the Mosaic creed and worshipped the “one living and 
true God?” And further, is it not a fact that the miracles of Jesus of Nazareth 
were performed among a people who were monotheists? Were the people 
of the early Christian Church polytheists? Were not miracles common 
also among them? These manifestations were certainly not given to 
convince the Saints either of the existence of God or of the fact that He 
was One. 

As to the “close of the written revelation,” we fear the Interior is equally 
in error. Which was the “close of written revelation,” and when it was 
closed? Who can tell when the last was given and be justified in saying 
there was to be no more? And if revelation really ceased for ever, would 
it not be more logical to infer that as revelation had stopped, miracles were 
more necessary than before, if they were designed to prove “the existence 
of God and His fatherly interest” in mankind ? 

The commonly accepted theory of modern sectaries, that revelation, 
miracles, healings and other manifestations from God to man ceased with 
the apostolic age, is both illogical and out of harmony e the books 
which are taken as the sole guide of Christendom. 

If the Almighty posed in older times as a sort of conjurer to astonish 
the polytheists and make them monotheists, or to demonstrate to anybody 
the fact of His existence, why did He quit the business two thousand 
years ago, seeing that down to the present day there have been millions 
upon millions of polytheists, and numbers of individuals who either deny 
or doubt His existence ? 

The New Testament shows that miracles were part of the system estab- 
lished by Christ and His Apostles. It is written that God placed them in 
the Church. Nothing is clearer than the doctrine, enunciated by Jesus of 
Nazareth, that they were the result of faith. “Go thy way, thy faith hath 
made thee whole.” “All things are possible to them that believe.” They 
were “signs” to follow “them that believe,” and proofs that they were 
_ believers. They were given by the Spirit to the members of the Church 

for their benefit and edification. And they were as much the heritage of 
the Saints and a consequence of the reception of the Holy Spirit, as was 
the testimony of Jesus and the knowledge of the truth. 

The truth is that the manifestations of the power of God and His 
revelations to man began to be discontinued soon after the death of the 
Apostles of Jesus, because the people who professed His name “departed 
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from the faith.” They gave heed to “seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils.” They “turned away their ears from the truth and were turned 
unto fables.” False teachers brought in “damnable heresies” and “through 
covetousness made merchandise” of the souls of men. Darkness came in 
like a flood and covered the world. The light of succeeding “ reforma- 
tions” only in part dispersed the gloom, and in the nineteenth century 
the trained ministers of the contending sects are still under the cloud. 

God does not change. He is ever the same. His ways are one eternal 
round. He is approached through faith the same to-day as of old. All 
the blessings enjoyed by the early Christians may be received by latter- | 
day Christians. Miracles, healings, signs and divine communications can 
be as extensively manifested now as at any former time, but they are not 
| displayed as by the magician’s art, to create wonder, or make men believe, 
but are given as the fruits of faith, and as “signs” to “ follow them that 
believe.” 

Miracles, so-called, are not to.awe the nor are they 
wrought in opposition to the laws of nature. They are as natural as the 
effects of any known force, though the laws by which they are effected 
may be commonly unknown. They are not to be relied upon alone as 
evidences of the truth. True religion must spring from a love of right, 
and the faith which is saving must come from evidence and testimony by 
hearing the word of God. The Interior reasons from false premises and 
therefore reaches false conclusions. But it is strictly orthodox in each, 
and modern Christendom will have to reverse its position both! in n 
to revelation and to e News. | | 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


THE Newcastle Conference was held at. the Temperance Lodge Room, 
Tennant Street, North Stockton, on September 25, 1892. There were 
present: Elders John C. Cutler, of the Liverpool office; Andrew Morri- 
son, of the Leeds Conference; N. J. Hansen, President of, and Richard 
Sedgwick, Aaron Jackson, L. H. Crittenden, Andrew Beckstead, C. F. 
Longson and W. W. Williams, traveling Elders in the N ewcastle Con- 
ference. 
10:30 am. Singing. Prayer by Elder Williams. Singing: 7 
President Hansen said he was pleased to meet the Saints in this . 
conference, and to see so many assembled to hear the Gospel message and 
learn more of the laws of God. He hoped those present would exercise faith 
on this occasion for the guidance of those called to instruct the people. 
The prayers of the faithful availeth much, and if offered in earnest sim- 
plicity they would call forth the divine influence which always dwells and 
meets with the people of God. The Saints should not forget that they 
have embraced the principles of the Gospel, which places. them on the 
highway to eternal life, and they should daily guard themselves against 
everything which would retard their progress in this all important work. 
Elder Crittenden expressed his pleasure at being united with those who, 
in their humility, were striving to serve God and obey the teachings which 
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He inspires His Apostles and Prophets to give in this dispensation. Obe- 
dience to these will make us participators in the heavenly blessings z 
therefore let us not grow weary, but by steady, faithful labors rise trium- 
phant above evil, and show ourselves to be worthy of the name of Saints. 

Elder Jackson said his joy was great in being privileged to meet with 
those assembled to learn of the ways of the Lord; for very little interest 
in eternal life was manifested by those in this land with whom Nis time 
was mostly passed. Though John the Baptist taught in early times that 
baptism was necessary for the remission of sins and was an indispensable 
ordinance, and though the Redeemer declared that men could not enter 
into His Father’s kingdom except they obeyed this principle, tradition has 
become so strong, through the dissemination of false doctrines, that it is 
difficult to disabuse the minds of the people and to convince them of the 
truth. | 

Elder 8 said the principles of the Gospel were 4 ssid easy to 
obey if we proceeded in the proper manner; but deviation from this correct 
way brought bewilderment and contention. Love for the Lord leads to 
obedience to His commands. The Saints should so love their neighbors 
that no discontent or unpleasant feelings could find room or disturb that 
peace which should fill the bosom of every faithful follower of the Lord. 
No opportunity should be allowed to pass uneinbraced which would afford 
room for a deed of kindness. Though the views of others may differ from 
ours individually in religious matters, it is our duty to show by & consis- . 
tent life that we truly love and seek to serve the Lord. 

Elder Williams said that, though presenting in numbers a vast contrast 
from the conferences generally attended by the Elders before coming to 
these lands, those present were still entitled to the same Spirit for support 
and guidance. As the disciples of old drew upon them the grace and good- 
will of the Father by humble obedience to His laws, His ‘servants who are 
spreading the everlasting Gospel in this dispensation realize the same 
reward ; and as of yore persecution is mingled with their experiences. 
The people to-day manifest little or no desire to hear the message of the 
everlasting Gospel and learn of the only principles which will lead 1 them 
into the heavenly kingdom. 

Elder Cutler said the Latter-day Saints did not believe in going to 
church on the Sabbath and on returning to quarrel with their neighbors, 
their husbands or wives, or children; but that when they had been to a 
place of worship it was their bounden duty to live, as far as able, in per- 
fect harmony with the inspired advice imparted to them. It was not only 
a duty of the Saints to know the contents of the Scriptures, but to think 
of, and do the things therein commanded by the Lord. Their religion is 
practical in its nature and effects. As Christ lived, He taught His disci- 
ples to so live; and as He and His disciples lived, so should every one 
here to-day live. At the-close of each day let each one reflect upon the 
day’s duties, and if any have been neglected let the error be rectified and 
on the morrow avoided. He could bear ne to the = of this 
work. 

Singing. Elder Longson. 


‘ 
0 
4 
* 
4 


670 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


2p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Longson. Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered by Elders Jackson and Sedgwick. 

The authorities of the Church, of the European Mission, and of the 
Newcastle Conference, were presented and unanimously sustained. 

The conference report for the past five months shows: Tracts dis- 
tributed 12,010; Sabbath meetings 161; cottage and open air meetings 
49; Sunday School sessions 22; Church works disposed of and loaned 50; 
baptisms 18; removals 16; emigrated 7; children blessed 6. There were 
in the conference: Seventies 7; Elders 25; Priests 11; Teachers 6 3 
Deacons 2; members 175 ; total 226 

Elder Fee spoke of the good spirit enjoyed by the Saints, and ex- 

horted all to ever remember that they were under the all-searching eye of 
a righteous Judge, and if they did not wish to undergo the punishment of 
being banished from His * they must faithfully and puntually per- 
form their daily tasks. 
Elder Sedgwick said he had, during the last few months, been visiting 
his friends, those who had not been blessed with the light and knowledge 
of the Gospel, and the experience of the difference in feeling realized 
when with them and when with the Saints was a strong testimony of 
itself for the blessing attending the work of the Lord. He felt thankful 
that he had come forth in this dispensation, and that the Gospel had been 
presented to him and he had been counted worthy to bear its W 
message to his native land. 

Elder Morrison said he realized the importance of his position as a 
teacher of the Gospel of the Lord. He relied upon that Spirit which leads 
into all truth, and was assured that by so doing his course was in harmony 
with the Lord's commandments; for the Spirit of God leads no man astray. 
The speaker dwelt upon the first principles of the Gospel, and earnestly 
besought all present to study and learn and obey the word of God, that 
they may enter the heavenly kingdom. | 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Jackson. 

. 6p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Crittenden. Singing. 
Elder Williams spoke upon the first principles of the Gospel, showing the 
necessity of obedience to the same in order to obtain the grace of God. 

Elder Cutler explained the reason for the loss by the world of those 
gifts which were enjoyed by the followers of our Master while He was on 
earth ; he also pointed out the perfect identity of the work of God. now 
with that in the past, and exhorted all to steadfastly adhere to the truth. 

„Eder Morrison spoke of the responsibility resting upon the Saints as 
such, and the necessity of faithfulness and humility. 

Singing. Benediction by President Hansen. 

CHaRLEs F. Loneson, Clerk of 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The Utah Commissioners’ report, for the year ending September 1, 1892, has been sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the interior of the United States. ee 


a batch of misrepresentations, evasions and subterfuges: 
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Mr. Irving A. Benton, for some years postmaster at Salt Lake ity, has been appointed 
United States Marshal for Utah. 

‘naied the Inter-mountain company, was incorporated ia 
Salt Lake City, on September 21. The capital stock is placed at $250,000 ; in shares of 
the par value of $100 each. James Jack is president; N. W. Clayton, vice-president; 
and I. A. Olayton, secretary and treasurer. These parties, with the addition of G. H. 
Snell and J. E. Langford, form the board of directors. 

At an election held at Ogden, on September 19, the taxpayers of that city, by their 
ballots, decided in favor of certain public improvements, and gave the board of education 
the legal right to issue $35,000 in five per cent. twenty year bonds, the money to be 
devoted'to the purchase of one or more sites for school buildings, the completion of the 
buildings now in course of construction, and the funding of any outstanding indebtedness 
of the board. 

At Salt Lake City, on September 18, little four-year-old Ruth Marsh, who lived with 
her mother in the southeastern part of the city, obtained some matches and with them 
made a fire near Angell’s lumber yard. Through some unexplained means the child's 
clothing became ignited, and in an instant her entire body was wrapped in flames. Her 
cries soon attracted attention, and the fire was extinguished. When carried into her 
mother’s home her limbs were found to be horribly burned, and after thirteen hours of 
intense suffering she expired. 

News frota Brigheen‘Oity, Box Hider County, states that the people of Bear River City 
have water from the Bear River canal on some 300 acres of land. They are so pleased 
with the results of this first year’s trial that they expect to double the amount of watered 
ground next season. By that time there will probably be 600 or 1,000 acres in that 
vicinity of formerly dry land smiling from the effects of plenty of good irrigating water, 
and many hundreds of acres producing fruits, vegetables and garden products, heretofore - 
impossible to raise on the dry soil. 

A fatal accident, of decided peculiarity, happened to a young man named Clayton, of 
Mayfield, Sanpete County, at the Ogden Reform school, on September 8. He had been 
jumping with a broom handle, when it slipped and, sliding along the floor, remained fast. 
The youth fell with full force against the projected handle, and the end struck him just 
over the navel. He was picked up and examined by a physician who pronounced his 
injuries not necessarily fatal. He continued to fail after a lapse of about twelve hours 
and then expired. As the death seemed, in a measure, unaccountable, it was decided to 
hold an inquest, and at the post mortem examination it was found that the abdomen was 
not even bruised on the outside. When an incision had been made, however, it was 
seen that the force of the blow had torn a hole in one of the intestines, and blood poison- 

Rev. T. O. Tliff, superintendent of the Methodist churches in Utah, has recently con- 
fessed to the crime of plagiarism. On March 20, 1892, he delivered an address, in the 
Salt Lake Theatre, on the occasion of the anniversary of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. It now transpires that the address was taken from the printed sermons of 
Rev. Thomas Guard, D. D., a noted Methodist minister, who died in 1882. A newspaper 
man in Salt Lake City discovered the literary theft, and the Rev. Uiff's attention was 
called to the matter. The latter confessed and pleaded most piteously to have it sup- 
pressed. A day or two after, all of the Methodist ministers in Utah were called 
together to consider the case. At this meeting Rev. Iliff again acknowledged that he 
had done wrong, was sorry for it, and begged forgiveness from all the ministers. A dis- 
cussion among the latter followed and the following resolution was adopted: Having 
heard the apology of Dr. Iliff with reference to his address given at the Salt Lake Theatre, 
March 20, 1882, on the occasion of the anniversary of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, resolved, that we accept the same. It is our judgment that we should not give 
further publicity to the matter.” ‘The Balt Lake: Herald subsequently obtained the facts 
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